
Window Glass and Security Guide
Privacy glass offers a solution when you want to let in light, not wandering eyes. Eager for a nice breeze, 
but want to deter an intruder? Install security features. Concerned about the neighbor’s triplets’ baseball 

games? Safety glass may be in your future. Understand your options for addressing special window needs.
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A broken window is an easy point of entry into your home. 
Whether it broke because of an errant baseball from the 
neighbor’s kid or because of the smash-and-grab burglar’s 
crow bar, you can take measures to prevent breaks. There are 
several things you can do to enhance the security of windows, 
from improving the glass to mounting bars on the outside.

Whatever security approach you choose, it’s important to 
remember that building codes and common sense alike dictate 
that bedroom windows be easy exit points in case of fire. 

Safety, Privacy and Security Glass
Glass lets in prying eyes and burglars when it breaks. You have 
two options for upgrading glass: replace or retrofit.

Replacement Security Glass
You can opt for entirely new windows (frames and all) or, in 
some cases, have your current sashes reglazed with better 
glass, such as the following:

•	 Tempered glass. Sometimes called toughened glass, 
tempered glass is hardened by high heat or chemical 
processes. It can be found in car windows, shower doors, 
diving masks, floor-to-ceiling architectural windows, 
refrigerator shelves, cookware and much more. The 
hardening process makes the glass break into smaller, 
granular pieces rather than the large shards typical of 
standard glass. It can withstand greater impacts and a 
greater thermal stress than non-tempered glass.

•	 Wired glass. Created by sandwiching cross-hatched wire 
between two or more panes of glass, wired glass prevents 
entry even if the glass breaks. New laminates are making 
wired glass less popular, but it remains a cheaper, effective 
alternative.

•	 Laminated glass. These windows consist of two or more 
panes of glass separated by an interlayer of polycarbonate 
or resin that holds the window together after it breaks. 
Commonly used in vehicle windshields, laminated safety 
glass is responsible for the typical spider-web pattern seen 
after accidents. It’s often paired with tempered glass for 
increased strength. Bulletproof and ballistic glass are both 
types of specialized laminated glass, often with layers of 
acrylic or polycarbonate plastic “glass” to help absorb 
impacts. Some laminated security and safety glass can 
withstand repeated blows from an axe or sledge hammer 
without allowing entry, which makes it great for store 
fronts. Laminated glass is great for thermal and sound 
insulation as well, thanks to the interlayer.

•	 Plastic “glass.” Polycarbonate and acrylic plastic windows 
can take a beating, but all but the newest, most advanced 
ones will show it through fogging and scratching. Because 
of this and the tendency to yellow in the sun, this synthetic 
glass isn’t great for visibility. If visibility isn’t paramount, it 
makes a good and inexpensive option.
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Retrofitting Old Glass for Security 
and Safety
If you want to keep the old glass in place while making things 
less breakable, you’ll love some of the new polyester films that 
can be applied to windows.

•	 Safety. Usually used to prevent the glass from falling out 
of the frame (or falling out in one large sheet) in case of 
breaking, these films aren’t the toughest, but they’re an 
inexpensive option. They’re great if you’re worried about 
a breaking skylight or broken glass after an earthquake or 
during a massive storm.

•	 Security. Advanced security films are stronger, sometimes 
thicker, versions of safety film. When applied properly, 
these films can help your window withstand several strikes 
from a crowbar or a large rock. Sure, the window might be 
broken, but no one’s getting inside.

•	 Graffiti. New films for repelling and cleaning off graffiti 
are hitting the market for high-vandalism areas. These do 
little to prevent glass breaks, but they can make paint and 
permanent marker easy to wash off.


